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Inspired by a “Suitcase Ministry” of a Chesterfield, 

Missouri United Methodist Church, FUMC UMW women have 

chosen a similar theme for our 2012 local hands-on mission 

project.  We would like to help fill a need for Carroll County 

children who need suitcases for moving to and from foster 

care homes. 

 

We would like to encourage everyone in our church 

family to help us with our campaign by donating “new” or 

“like new” suitcases and duffle bags.  A collection box 

will be in the fellowship hall.  If you prefer to make a cash 

donation, please write your check to FUMC UMW with a 

notation “Suitcase Campaign” and give it to our treasurer, 
Shirley Uber. 

 There is also a need for toiletries, such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 

shampoo, etc.  Anything you can donate would be appreciated! 

According to an article by Jamie Littlefield, “Collect Suitcases for Foster Care 

Children”: 

Foster care children have few personal belongings. These foster kids usually 

own a couple outfits, some precious photographs, and a toy or two. When 

they move between families, foster care kids are often forced to carry these 

keepsakes in plastic trash bags or grocery sacks slung awkwardly over their 

small shoulders. Carrying their effects in a trash bag can be embarrassing and 

yet another reminder of how little these foster care children have in this 

world. 

Hauling unsightly bags to a new "home" isn't a one time occurrence. The 

majority of children in foster care move from family to family, never knowing 

where they'll end up. Most move between foster care families three or more 

times during their stay in the system… New foster care parents are likely to 

find a scared and defensive child at their doorstep, uncomfortably holding a 

trash bag that carries everything he considers dear. 

Foster care children deserve to carry their belongings with dignity and self-

confidence. You can help by starting a local suitcase collection drive to benefit 

the foster care kids in your area. The suitcases you collect will give these 

troubled children a glimmer of hope during a difficult time in their lives. 

 

 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A YOUNG PERSON’S LIFE! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/foster.cfm
http://www.davethomasfoundation.org/Adoption-Facts/Foster-Care-Facts

